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Abstract of the contribution: This contribution proposes a new key issue for SBA backward and forward compatibility.
1. Discussion

This document proposes a key issue on SBA backward and forward compatibility based on eSBA objective as copied below:
“The scope of this study is to consider potential optimizations to the Release 15 Service-Based Architecture (SBA) in order to provide higher flexibility and better modularization of the 5G System for the easier definition of different network slices and to enable better re-use of the defined services. Moreover, the study should consider mechanisms in order to better support automation and high reliability of network function service(s).

The potential aspects to be studied are: 

5) Study backward and forward compatibility implications resulting from the above bullets:
· what does backward and forward compatibility mean in SBA and how to achieve it”
2 Proposal
This document proposes to add a new Key Issue
* * * Start of Changes (ALL TEXT IS NEW)* * * 

5.x Key Issue X: SBA backward and forward compatibility
5.x.1 Description
This study item analyses potential enhancements of the Rel.15 SBA. It is clear that operators who deploy the Rel. 15 SBA would need compatibility with and migration path towards a Rel.16 SBA. 
While the actual backward respective forward compatibility of each solution and the migration path from the Release15 baseline are part of the respective solution evaluation this key issue will 
· provide definitions for backward compatibility and forward compatibility 

· 
· develop design principles for backward and forward compatibility and how to apply it to the design of the components of the 5GC
* * * End of Changes * * * 
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